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you make by your honesty, endurance, courage, cleanliness,
technical instruction has been taken from a starving child.
... It might have saved a child from starvation. . . .
But you have it. There were last year 270,000 starving
children roaming one country in bands.
s
There is only one virtue-virtue—hundred per cent. It is
charity. I did not, of course, invent that statement, and I
do not mean exactly what you think I mean, though that
is part of it.
§
I was talking the other day to a worker in a Charity Organi-
zation Society. She assured me modestly that it was amazing
the good that Society did in the great cities. She knew of
ever so many families who had been thriftless, idle, unpro-
ducing, dirty. . . . And they had been helped and instructed
until they had become self-respecting members of Society.
They could stand on their own legs, they could earn; they
could even save. ... I said that she was making murderers
out of them and breeding the wars of to-morrow and she
was quite hurt. She said that she was sure that not a penny
she had expended had gone into the hands of the thriftless.
. . . But it is not the thriftless that make wars. It is the
acquisitive.
I shall probably die of starvation because I do not write
books that people like. I do not say that I shall be proud
of it. . , . But at least at the moment of dying I shall know
that I have not lately taken the bread out of anyone else's
mouth.
§
I wonder whether we progress more, or more degenerate
towards savagery. Since the seventeenth century we have
had no wars of religion and for the last two or three years
it has been generally accepted that if a State permits citizens
to be born it must provide for them, . . , Oh, bread and
circuses* Not just bread. So we have arrived, after the
collapse of the world in the Dark Ages, at about the civiliza-

